Living Hope – Equipping Track

God’s Word – The Bible

“Man does not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.” Matthew 4:4

The Word Of Life

The Bible is made up of the Old Testament (the Jewish Scriptures) and the New Testament (the records of Christ and his Apostles). Both parts together form the Christian Scriptures. For Christians this book is the supreme authority – only the Bible is recognised by all Christians as the ‘Word of God’.

The Bible is a living book, a book with a purpose. It is not a science book, a text book, a history book or an instruction manual. Its purpose is to show us God and how he deals with mankind.

Write out 2 Timothy 3:16-17

	     

	     

	     

	     


All Christians, male or female, need to be ‘thoroughly equipped for every good work’. God has given us the Scriptures as a powerful resource to help in this process. But more than that, the words of Jesus are life-giving; we can enter into the life of God through his word.

“The Spirit gives life; the flesh counts for nothing. The words I have spoken to you are spirit and they are life.” John 6:63

A word of caution: Studying the Bible is never an end in itself; its purpose is always to lead us to Christ himself, and it is from him that spiritual life will flow into us (see John 5:39-40). In other words, the Bible is a tool to help us grow in our relationship with God himself.
Read The Bible Daily

As we saw at the beginning of this study, “man does not live on bread alone…” Just as we need our daily food, we also need to hear God’s word every day – our spiritual food. Spiritual life will flow into us day-by-day as we read and drink-in God’s word.

It is surprising then, that many Christians have never taken a systematic approach to master the Bible, and have never read the whole of it, even once!

Question: How often do you normally read the Bible?

	     


Here are some practical suggestions (see module E4.4 for more details):

· If you’ve never read the whole Bible, read the New Testament first

· Read daily

· Always pray first (“Lord, please speak to me through your word”)

· 4 Chapters a day = the whole Bible (including the New Testament twice) in 1 year!

· Get a balanced diet (mix Old and New Testament passages)

· Use a modern translation you can understand

· Keep track of your progress using a Bible books list – ask your Mentor for a copy

· Mark your Bible (highlight special verses, write notes etc.)

· Record special insights in a ‘journal’ or notebook

Listen To The Word And Do What It Says

Read Matthew 7:24-27.

In this simple but profound story Jesus makes it crystal clear that his words will be of no use to us unless we put them into practice, unless we do it! Here he is not speaking of those who have not heard his word – both wise and foolish builders heard. The only difference is that one took action to live according to what he’d heard, and one did not. The outcome was dramatic: One house (life) weathered life’s storms and one was destroyed! Other Scriptures give similar warnings – see Luke 8:18 & James 1:22-25.

Read John 7:17.

Question: Apart from guidance for living a genuinely successful life, what other benefit is there in obeying God’s word?

	     

	     

	     


Some Errors To Avoid

· Knowledge ‘puffs up’. Read 1 Corinthians 8:1-3; 13:2 and Acts 20:32. We gain much knowledge from the Scriptures. But, as these verses make plain, the pursuit of knowledge alone is worthless. The proper use of the Bible is always to build up God’s people, always to lead us to love him more.

· Read 1 Timothy 1:3-6 and 2 Timothy 2:14-15. Avoid a fixation on myths, endless genealogies (family trees), controversies and quarrelling about words! Proper use of God’s word always leads to faith and relationship. Seek answers to genuine questions you have, but with an attitude of submission to God and his word. Those who judge God’s word instead of submitting to it become false teachers, destroying both their own faith and that of others.

Spiritual Understanding

In the Bible, God has revealed much about himself, and how the life he created is designed to work. Many have discovered true life in its pages. But others have read it and gained no benefit from it. To them it is a boring, dead book. Yet, the words are the same! So, what makes the difference?

Read 1 Corinthians 2:12-14 and 2 Corinthians 3:6.

The Bible makes it plain that God’s word only ‘comes alive’ and makes proper sense to those who have the Holy Spirit. Jesus taught the same thing (see John 3:3, 5-6). We must always ask the Holy Spirit (who lives in us!) to help us understand God’s word. If you find God’s word does not make sense (realising, of course, that even after a lifetime’s study you’ll not understand it all), perhaps you need to submit your life to Jesus, asking him to forgive your sins and fill you with the Holy Spirit (see Acts 2:37-39).

We know God through the Bible, and understand it properly because the Holy Spirit reveals its meaning to us. No amount of worldly wisdom will ever unlock the secrets of God’s word. The Spirit reveals the truth only to those who submit to him. (See Matthew 11:25-26 and 1 Corinthians 1:18-25).

One final point about spiritual understanding: God has revealed what he wants to reveal and hidden what he wants to hide. He will give you understanding of the things you need to know, and you can seek further knowledge you might desire, but he remains in control, and some things belong to him alone (see Deuteronomy 29:29 and Acts 1:6-7).

A Fixed Standard

Read Revelation 22:18-19.

Question: Why has God given us this warning at the very end of the Bible?

Choose one option:

 FORMCHECKBOX 

His written word is complete and should not be altered

 FORMCHECKBOX 

The book of Revelation should not be changed

 FORMCHECKBOX 

To give the book of Revelation a dramatic ending

See also Matthew 5:18-19; 15:3-9 and 22:29.

All Christian teaching and practice should be compared with God’s word. Anything that contradicts God’s word must be rejected…

“To the law and to the testimony! If they do not speak according to this word, they have no light of dawn.” Isaiah 8:20

A Weapon

Write out Ephesians 6:17

	     

	     


See also Hebrews 4:12. The word of God is a weapon! No, we are not to go around and bash people with our Bibles. Rather, our fight is spiritual (Ephesians 6:12). The word of God is a weapon with which we can fight sin (Psalm 119:11), combat the arguments of the ungodly (2 Corinthians 10:4-5), and overcome all the lies and temptations of the evil one (Luke 4:1-4).

Getting To Know It

Read Proverbs 2:1-6.

This passage gives some good principles we can use to get to know God’s word better. In addition to simply reading the Scriptures we can:

· Memorise verses

· Meditate on its words

· Pray for insight and understanding

· Study and search to gain deeper knowledge

· Adopt a submissive attitude towards God

· Hunger to know him through his word! (See Daniel 10:12).

Study Tools

In addition to the Bible itself, there are various study tools that can help you discover God’s word more fully. These are generally available in both book form and electronic form (for use on a computer).

· Concordance
A surprisingly useful book that lists every word in the Bible in alphabetical order, including a brief context. Useful for finding half-remembered verses, studying topics and even discovering details of words in the original languages (Hebrew and Greek).

· Commentary
A book explaining the Bible text. ‘One volume’ commentaries cover the whole Bible, while at the other extreme, whole books are available that explain just one Bible book (e.g. Romans).

· Handbook
Background information on Bible times.

· Atlas
Maps that help you see where Bible places are (or were). Details of the geography help make sense of many Bible stories.

· Dictionary
Explanations of Bible words; some are more like an encyclopaedia.

I have more insight than all my teachers, for I meditate on your statutes. I have more understanding than the elders, for I obey your precepts.

Psalm 119:99-100
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